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portion of librarians to subordinate officers present Invitations to at-
tend this particular meeting were addressed to most, if not all, of those
eligible to be elected as members, but it cannot be overlooked that the
business before the meeting was to approve rules, appoint officers, &c,'
and not to consider the desirability or otherwise of forming such a
society; this vital point had been settled beforehand. Presumably,
there had been held preliminary private meetings of two or three choice
spirits "known to be in sympathy," who arrogated to themselves the
right to think and act for the librarians of London and the home
counties. It was at these hole-and-corner assemblies, to which possible
opponents were not invited, that the few persons present came to the
conclusion that " the profession" stood badly in need of some such
society. We have all heard of the tailors of Tooley Street, who posed
as memorialists on behalf of the people of England. As these early
gatherings were so select, I would take the liberty of suggesting that the
word "limited" should be added to the name of the company—I should
say, society. The description is already a trifle lengthy, but one word
more will not greatly matter ; besides, in this case, it conveys so much.

Until there are some visible signs that the society is likely to be-
come more representative and to adopt some higher aims than those
included in its prospectus, I, for one, shall hold aloof, and I venture to
think that most London librarians will see tnatters in the same li^ht,
and realise that the usefulness and dignity of their office will be im-
perilled and not enhanced by becoming members. As a caution to any
public librarian who may guilelessly accept the invitation to express his
views on the objects of the new society, I may mention that a friend of
mine did so, and ventured, in his letter to the hon. secretary, to say
that he did not approve of its formation. The secretary's reply, written
on the official paper of the society, is couched in terms which are most
discourteous and offensive, and clearly shows that envy and all un-
charitableness are the predominant feelings which have brought into
being the " Society of Public Librarians of London and the Home
Counties."

I beg to subscribe myself not a " public librarian "—a term to which I
very much object—but

LIBRARIAN OF A LONDON PUBLIC LIBRARY.

Ube t&ibrarg assistants' Corner.
[Questions on the subjects included in the syllabus of tht Library Asso-

ciation's examinations, and on matters affecting Library work generally
are invited from Assistants engaged in Libraries. All signed communi-
cations addressed to Mr. /. f. Ogle, Fret Public Library, Bootle, will, as
far as possible, be replied to in the pages of THE LIBRARY.]

OUR advice of last month respecting books for a beginner in the
study of bibliography has attracted the attention of the Manchester
Guardian, and met with very unfavourable comment. It is, however,
re-assuring to find that the only four titles of books recommended to
the beginner by our critic, who improves on our advice by a little lecture
and a list of books for the beginner, were first named by ourselves.
True, other books are suggested, but in a very indefinite way, and the
most important of them is not yet published. The competence of the
adviser from the Manchester Guardian may be measuied by his sending
beginners to consult the Bibliography of Belgian literature now being
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published by the University of Ghent—a work necessarily including a
targe proportion of entries in Flemish and Walloon ; by the insinuation
that few monographs on special presses contain satisfactory facsimilts—
is this to discredit Man Roose's Plan/in and Brown's Venetian Press t—
and lastly, but by no means least of all, by recommending Duff's Early
Printed Books as " an entirely competent introduction to the subject,
which the student should read first of all?

• • •

HAS our critic read Mr. Duff's book, and does he know that Mr.
Gordon Duff gives just eleven pages to a chapter on "the collecting
and describing of early printed books," and not a single concrete illus-
tration of method? How is this to help the bewildered beginner?
Contrast this with the lucid instructions for the cataloguing of incunabula
issued by M. Del isle to provincial librarians, preparatory to the pre-
paration of a great national undertaking. Unfortunately, M. 0611316*3
pamphlet has not, so far as we know, been published. These remarks
are far from dishonouring Mr. Gordon Duff's admirable work, which
was warmly welcomed in our "Record of Bibliography" some months
ago. But Mr. Duff would be the first to disclaim that his Early
Printed Books provided an adequate introduction to general bibliography.

A LIBRARIAN has written us a letter suggesting that he and others in
chief positions should be allowed to put questions on the classifica-
tion of particular books to be answered in the " Assistants' Corner." We
are sorry we cannot agree with him. The other pages of THB LIBRARY
are open to letters from librarians and others, and for the publication of
papers in which difficulties are stated and help in dealing with them asked.

IN future issues, we propose to recommend month by month stated
parts of books, to be read by assistants ; occasionally a set of questions
on the subject matter will be proposed and answers invited from assist-
ants. Our opinion on the answers will be made known in succeeding
numbers. In this way we hope to be of greater use to assistants.

LIBRARY ASSISTANTS' ASSOCIATION.

T H E Library Assistants' Association gave a Smoking Concert on Wed-
nesday, November 20th, at Anderton's Hotel, Fleet Street Mr. Thomas
Mason, of St. Martin's Public Library, occupied the chair, and there was
a large attendance. An excellent programme had been arranged, and
a most enjoyable evening was spent

During the evening, Mr. MacAlister, who was present as a guest of
the committee, was called upon to speak, and while offering the Asso-
ciation his hearty congratulations on their successful organiiation,
assured the Association of the hearty support of the Council of the
LA.U.IC, and wished them all success in their efforts.

Before the conclusion of the programme, Mr. Peddie proposed a
cordial vote of thanks to the artistes and amateurs, for the services which
they had rendered ; also to Mr. Mason, for the able way in which he had
presided.

F. W. R.
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